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THE- HEADS OF THE « SCIPIO " TYPE i 



In the American Journal of Archaeology, IX, 1905, pp. 11- 
43, Mr. Walter Dennison attempts to prove that the so-called 
Scipio heads represent rather Roman priests of Isis. When 
I published a review of this article in the Berl. Phil. W., 1907, 
col. 600, the idea seemed to me obviously correct that in the 
portraits under consideration it is a question, not of different 
conceptions of one and the same individual, but rather of a 
class of persons, a caste, who wished to distinguish themselves 
from others by the shaven head and the mark branded upon 
the forehead. At the same time, however, it was necessary to 
remark that an important link was lacking in the proof at- 
tempted by Mr. Dennison : no portrait of a priest of Isis with 
that mark could be adduced nor any literary testimony cited 
which bore witness to this custom in the Egyptian cult. I was 
even obliged to raise the grave objection that certain represen- 
tations of priests of Isis, not mentioned by Mr. Dennison, 
exhibit no mark on the forehead. 

No sign of such a mark is found on the relief in the Vati- 
can (Helbig, Fiihrer, No. 149) with a procession in honor of 
Isis ; none on the life-size heads of priests of Isis in red basalt, 
in which the absence of the mark cannot be excused by the 
small proportions. Of these basalt heads three replicas are 
known to nie : 1) Rome, Palazzo dei Conservatori (Pemia, 
Villa Adriana, III, 23), 2) Venice, Doge's Palace (Diitschke, 
Antike Bildwerhe in Oberitalien, V, No. 354), 3) Paris, Louvre 
(Penna, 22; Bouillon, MusSe des Antiques, III, Supplement, 
i. No. 10). Since these heads have a well-founded claim to 
the designation "priests of Isis," they stood in the way of 
Dennison's hypothesis. 

1 Translated from the author's manuscript by H. N. F. 
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To-day, however, I am myself in position to supply the 
missing link in the proof. New excavations have brought 
to light the upper part of a life-size figure, still in the hands 
of a dealer ; it is preserved from only a little below the breast 
upwards, with the head, and this head exhibits the distinguish- 
ing marks of the " Seipio " heads : beardlessness, completely 
shaven hair, and an X-shaped scar cut into the left side of 
the forehead. The type of face, with very marked features 
and strongly aquiline nose, might point to a non-European. 
Now the person represented is nude down to the nipples of 
the breast ; below these he is clad in a tightly drawn, smooth 
garment, which is folded over a handbreadth at the top. This 
costume, elsewhere very unusual, is found on priests of Isis, 
e.ff. in the painting reproduced in the above-mentioned article 
on p. 31. 

The proof of Mr. Dennison's thesis is now completed with- 
out a gap, and at the same time a fact is gained, which is of 
great interest in the history of civilization ; for the great 
number of extant portraits of Roman priests of Isis is in itself 
not without importance. 

Feiedbich Hatjsee. 
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